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Who Are We to Call For a May Day General Strike?  
 

This statement is not for the media. It’s not to warn people of danger or the injustices of 
today’s workers’ struggle. It isn’t to gain followers for our social media page or even our 
movement. We are past that point because the time is now for people to find their true 
power within themselves and step out of the shame that is so prevalently built into our 
society as Americans. 
 
So, we ask a few simple questions...Who are we to continue upholding the status quo of the 
system that doesn’t offer us any support or protections? Who are we to allow our leaders to 
ignore years of struggle, only to end up being the most integral part of society? Who are we 
to be looked down upon, or to go totally unseen within everyday life, when now, we are 
called heros? This statement is for the working people of this country. Essential or not, 
across all industries, this message is for you.  
 
MAY DAY 2020 is our day! Many working people don’t even know the story behind this 
historical event when hundreds of thousands of workers, for large industries, protested and 
fought for an 8 hour work day. The international labor movement was born in the United 
States after the Haymarket Riot of 1886. Yet, America doesn’t even recognize it as a true 
holiday. In fact, Labor Day, which a large portion of workers don’t receive off, was instituted 
in its place so the US could rebrand it away from the true purpose of the International 
Workers’ Day. Organizing labor has been destroyed in our country, both in symbolism and 
reality. 
 
This is a call to action for those who are asked to work on such a holiday within one of the 
most unprecedented years for the American workforce. STAY HOME! CALL OUT SICK! TAKE 
THE DAY OFF! If you are feeling powerful in your workplace, collect as a group and tell your 
boss that you are not working on your holiday. Profits are not more essential than your life 
or the right to demand it be valued. One day of solidarity with your fellow workers will send 



a message to our leaders in Washington that they have a decision to make. Do you represent 
business, or do you represent the people whom you were elected to represent?  
 
Boycott retailers, online businesses, and grocery stores. Don’t participate in consumer 
culture. Go out in the streets in small groups to demonstrate. Collect together, apart. If you 
absolutely can’t afford the day off, take to social media, and tell everyone you see, Happy 
May Day! Tell your family and friends to boost our message and demands in their circles. 
Use the day to call your congressional representatives and demand workplace protections 
and Hazard Pay, now! This is your day to make your voice heard. And, it’s just the beginning. 
This is not over on the second of May. We have a long road ahead of us whether we want to 
fight or not. You already know, the way things were, didn’t work, and the way things are, is 
even worse. So, you get the same question asked to everyone else. Except, this time, you 
have to answer it about yourself. How much is your life worth per hour?  
 
It’s our time… 
 
#WhoAreWe #EssentialWorkers #StrongerTogether #MAYDAY2020 #StrikeForOurLives 
#PeoplesStrike #YourWorkerMyFamily 
 
CoronaStrike.US and #CoronaStrike 
CooperationJackson.org 
People’s Strike on Facebook  
BlackSocialists.US 
General Strike 2020 at GenStrike.org 
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